
Helping Hands, A Child's Dream Ministries
Helping Hands, A.C.D. was founded by Mr. and Mrs. Cristino Velez, Antuoan's grandparents, on 
January 10, 2006.

Antuoan was a very special child. Even at the early age of seven, he knew that what's important 
in life is your love for Jesus.

During the month of December in 1997, two weeks before Christmas, Antuoan, while being very 
sick and hospitalized, asked his grandfather for a special Lego toy that he had seen in a catalog.

This was happening in Puerto Rico, and when his grandfather checked, the toy was not in stores 
yet. He made arrangements to obtain the toy directly from the factory, and was able to give it to 
Antuoan. When Antuoan's grandfather was presenting the toy to him, he said, “You need to be 
very careful with it, because it was hard to obtain and because there are a lot of children, even in 
this hospital, that do not have any toys at all during this Christmas.” Antuoan's big eyes opened 
widely and he said, “Grandpa, you need to go to my house, get all my toys, bring them here, and 
give them all to the children that don't have any.” Then he said, “When I get out of the hospital, 
you and I will have to go and give toys to all the children that don't have any.” Six weeks after 
that, Antuoan passed away.

Eight years after that, Helping Hands, A.C.D. Ministries was born.

Eleven months after Helping Hands, A.C.D. opened its door to the community, 3 days before 
Christmas, part of Antuoan's dream became true. Out of the families that were participating in 
the food program, 80 children were sponsored by church members and friends for Christmas, and 
a Christmas program was celebrated. Children of all ages received Christmas gifts. For some of 
them, it would be the only gift they would be getting during the holidays.

At the end of the program they were all asked to step up to the sanctuary platform, and the 
church members, together with the children's parents, sang Christmas songs to all of them. There 
were happy faces everywhere, especially on the parents and the children.

The following year, the program was celebrated once more, but this time, instead of 80 children, 
120 were helped.

Through this ministry, our Lord and Savior has impressed the hearts of many people, and 
Helping Hands, A.C.D. #1 in Lake Wales, Florida has given food, clothing, medicines, furniture 
and counseling (to those who requested it) to approximately 67 families twice a month.

During the last half of 2009 and the first half of 2010, Helping Hands, A.C.D. #1 distributed 
approximately $36,000 in food market value.

In March 2010, Helping Hands, A.C.D. #2 opened its doors to the Sebring community in Florida, 
and it's currently providing the same services to 53 families twice a month.

Cristino & Beth Velez (founders) if requested, will serve as advisors for future Helping Hands, 
A.C.D. locations.

We would like to thank and acknowledge the two pastors that supported Helping Hands, A.C.D. 
Ministries from the beginning. Pastor Gregg Aguirre and Pastor Amado Luzbet, and their 
churches' members have been very supportive. God impressed their hearts and minds in order to 
turn Antuoan's dream into a reality.


